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IE B. v. 12, 13, 14. 
Fer when fir the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 


| have need that one teach you again which be 


the 2 principles of the oracles of God; and 


are become ſuch. as have need of milk, and not 


of firong meat. For every one that uſeth milky 
is unſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs : for 


he is a babe, But ſtrong meat belongeth to 
them that are of full age, even thoſe who by 
reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed to di 5 


cern both good and evil. 


1 is nothing in which the kingdom 


of Chriſt and the kingdom of Satan are more 
| oppoſed, than that the one is characterized 
by light, and the other by darkneſs. The 
Cauſe of falſehood is itſelf a dark cauſe, and 


requires darkneſs to cover it: but truth is 


light, and cometh to the light, that it may be 
made manifeſt. Knowlege is every where 
encouraged in the bible; our beſt intereſts 
are interwoven with it; and the ſpirituality of 
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our minds, and the real enjoyment of our lives 
depend upon its increaſe, Grace and peace are 
multiplied through the knowlege of God and of 
Jeſus our Lord, Nor is it neceſſary for dur 
I own ſakes only; but for the ſake of others. It 
is a great encouragement to Chriſtian miniſters, 
when thoſe whom they teach poſſeſs a good 
underſtanding in the things of God. Indeed, 
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| none but thoſe who are engaged in the work 
[- of teaching can tell how much the ardor of the 
mind is damped by the contrary, The truth | | 


PERO 5 


of this remark is exemplified in the writer of 
this epiſtle. In the verſes immediately pre- 
ceding the text, you perceive him highly in- 
tereſted in his ſubje&, and proceeding in a «© 
_ glorious career of reaſoning; when, all on a 
ſudden, he is ſtopped. He had many things 
to fay of his Lord and Maſter, but which 
were hard to be underſtood, ſeeing thoſe to whom 
bie wrote were dull of bearing. It is on this 
occaſion that he introduces the paſſage now 
before us ; in which his object is to ſhame and 
provoke them, by comparing them with thoſe 
who as to years were men, but as to knowelge 
children; and who, inſtead of having made 
i | advances in ſcience, needed to be taught the 
i alphabet over again. There are ſome things 
ſuppoſed and included in the paſſage, which 
require a little previous attention. 
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Firſt 


. 5. py 
- Firſt, It is here ſuppoſed, that all divine 


vnde is to be derived from the oracles f 
God. It is a proper term by which the ſacred 


ſcriptures are here denominated, ſtrongly ex- 
preflive of their divine inſpiration and infallt- 


bility: in them God ſpeaks; and to them it 


becomes us to hearken, We may learn other 


things from other quarters; and things too 


that may ſubſerve the knowlege of God; 


but the knowlege of God itſelf muſt here be 


ſought, for here only it can be found. 
Much has been ſaid on faith and reaſon, and 
the queſtion has often been agitated, whether 


the one in any inſtance, can be contrary to 
the other? In the ſolution of this queſtion, it it 
is neceſſary, in the firſt place, to determine 


what is meant by reaſon. There is a great 
difference between reaſon and reaſoning. No- 
| thing which God reveals can contradict the 
former; but this is more than can be ſaid of 
the latter. It is impoſſible for God to reveal 


any thing repugnant to what 1s fit and right; 


but that which is fit and right in one man's 
eſtimation, is prepoſterous and abſurd in the 
eſteem of another; which clearly proves, that 
reaſon, as it exiſts in depraved creatures, is 
not a proper ſtandard of truth; and hence 
ariſes the neceſſity of another and a better 
ſtandard, the oracles of God, By ſtudying 
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| theſe, a good man will gain more underſtand- 
ing than his teachers, if they live in the neg- 
lect of them. _ 

Secondly, It is "WD that the oracles of ” 
God include a ſyſtem of divine truth. They 
contain the f/ principles, or rudiments, of 
religion, the ſimple truths of the goſpel, 
which require little or no inveſtigation in or- 
der to their being underſtood: theſe are called 

mill. They alſo contain the deep things of 
God, things beyond the reach of a flight and 
curſory obſervation; and which require, if 
we would properly enter into them, cloſe and 
repeated attention: this is frong meat. Thoſe 
doctrines which the - Apoſtle enumerates in 
the following chapter, as things which he 
mould leave and go on unto perfection, have f 
been thought to refer to the leading princi- 
ples of Judaiſm: and it may be ſo, for Judaiſm 
itſelf contained the firſt principles of Chriſtia- 
nity: it was introductory to it; or as it is elſe- 
where n it was our e to bring 
1 to Chriſt, 
Tuhirdly, It is intimated that Ges 5 
| ſhould not reſt ſatisfied in having attained to a 
knowlege of the firſt principles of the doc- 

trine of Chriſt, but ſhould go on unto per- 
| fection; not only ſo as to obtain ſatisfaction 
; * themſelves, but that they may be able to 
teach 
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TY) 
each othirs. It is true, oll are not to be 
teachert by office; but in one form or other, all 


ſhould afpire to communicate the knowlege of 
Chriſt, Every Chriſtian is required to be 
ready to give a reafon of the hope that is in 
him with meekneſs and fear: and if all the 


members of our churches did but poſſeſs this 
readineſs, beſides the advantages that would 


avocrue to themſelyes and others, there would 
be leſs ſcarcity than there is of able and evan- 


gelical miniſters. 


The leading ſentiment which runs 3 ö 
dle paſſage, and compriſes the whole, is, THE 
IMPORTANCE or A DEEP AND INTIMATE | 


'KNOWLEGE OF DIVINE TRUTH. To this 
ſubject, brethren, permit me to call your gt- 
tention, In diſcourſing upon it, I ſhall firſt 


inquire wherein it conſiſts, and then endea- 


vour to ſhew the importance of it. 


I. Let us inquire, what a deep and intimate 


knowledge of divine truth includes. 


That the oracles of God contain deep 105 
The cha- 
rafter of God —our own depravity and that 


things, requires but little proof. 


great myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in 

the fleſh, &c. are deep and intereſting ſub- 

jects. The. prophets had to ſearch into the 

meaning of their own prophecies v. The 
* x Pet. i. 10. | | 
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1 
riches of Chriſt with which the apoſtles were 
intruſted, were denominated anſearchable x, 

and even the higheſt orders of created intel- 
ligences are deſcribed as looking into theſe 
things for their farther improvement. 
It may ſeem preſuming for any perſon in 
the preſent imperfect ſtate, to determine on 
ſubjects of ſuch magnitude; or to talk of a 
deep and intimate knowlege of things which 
ſurpaſs the comprehenſion of the moſt exalted 
creatures. And if theſe terms were uſed either 
abſolutely, to expreſs the real conformity of 


| _ our ideas of divine things to the full extent 


of the things themſelves; or even compara- 


tively, if the compariſon reſpected ſaints on 


earth and ſaints in heaven, it would be pre- 

ſumption. But it is only in reference to one 
another in the preſent ſtate, that theſe term 
are intended to apply. Compared with the 
heavenly inhabitants all of us are babes: even 
an inſpired apoſtle was no more. When I was 
à child, ſaid he, I ſpake as a child, I under- 
food as a child, I thought as a child: but when 
became à man, I put away childiſh things. 
For now we ſee through a glaſs darkly, but then 
face to face: now I know in part, but then ſhall 
I knew even as alſo I am knownj. There are 
L ſuch degrees however amongſt, good men in 
rh. in. 8. + x Pet. i. 12. f 1 Cor. xiii. 17, 12. 


this 


9) 


this life, as that, compared with each other, 


ſome may be ſaid to poſleſs only a ſuperficial 


Rnowlege of divine truth, and others a more 
deep and intimate acquaintance with it. 


It is the importance of the latter of theſe | 


that J wiſh to have impreſſed upon our minds. 
To attain it, the following, amongſt other 
| things, require our attention. 


1. Though we muſt not flop at firft e 7 


yet we muſt be well grounded in them. 

No perſon can drink deeply into any ſcience 
without being well acquainted with its rudi- 
ments: theſe are the foundation on which the 
whole ſtructure reſts. The firſt principles of 


the oracles of God, as ſpecified by our apoſtle, 


are repentance from dead works, faith towards 


God, the doctrine of baptiſms, and the laying on 


of hands, the reſurrection of the dead, and eter- 
nal judgment. Whatever may be meant by 
ſome of theſe terms, whether they refer to 
things peculiar to Judaiſm, or to the early 
times of Chriſtianity ; it is clear from ſcrip- 
ture and the nature of things, that others of 


them are expreſſive of principles, which in 


every age are ofthe firſt importance. Though 


the apoſtle ſpeaks of leaving them, yet he does 


not mean that we ſhould give them up, or 
treat them with indifference, but go on unto 
n ; as a builder leaves his foundation 
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when he raiſes his walls, and adyances to· 


; wards the completion of his building, 


Repentance was the firſt leſſon inculcated by 


John the baptiſt, and Chriſt, and his Apoſ- 
tles; and that not merely on profligate ſinners, i 


but on ſcribes and phariſees. All that they 
had hitherto learned, required as it were to be 
unlearned, and all that they had done, to be 


| undone, and utter ly relinquiſhed, 


'The knowlege which carnal men acquire | 


of divine things, puffs them up: and while 
they think they underſtand great things, they 
know nothing as they ought to know it. All 


the works too which have been wrought dur- 


ing a ſtate of unregeneracy are dead works; 

and, inſtead of being in any degree pleaſing | 
to God, require to be lamented with ſhame 
: and ſelf-abhorrence. Repentance is a kind of 


ſelf-emptying work: it includes a renuncia- 
tion, not only of thoſe things for which our 


own conſciences at the time condemned us, 


but of what we have been in the habit of 
reckoning wiſdom and righteouſneſs, Hence 


the propriety of the order in which the ſcrip- 


tures place -it with regard to faith, Repent and 


elieve the geſpel*—Renounce your own ways, 


and embrace his: He that will be wiſe, muſt 
firft become a fool that he may be Wi 6. 


* Mark i. 15. Acts ii. 38. Xx. 21. 2 Tim, i li. 25. 
Faith 


„ 

Faith tawards God, or believing views of 
the being and glory of the divine character, 
are reckoned alſo amongſt the firſt principles 
af the doctrines of Chriſt. If we have juſt 


ideas of this very important ſubject, we have 


the key to the whole ſyſtem of goſpel truth. 
He who beholds the glory of the divine holi- 
neſs, will in that glaſs perceive his own pol- 
luted and periſhing condition; and, when 
properly impreſſed with a ſenſe of theſe things, 
he will naturally embrace the doctrine of a 
Saviour, yea, and of a great one. Salvation 
. by mere grace, through the atonement of Je- 


ſus, will appear the very object of his ſoul's 


deſire. And, with theſe principles in his 


heart, other ſcripture do&rines will appear 


true, intereſting, and harmonious, There 
are but few erroneous ſentiments. in the 
Chriſtian world, which may not be traced to 
a ſpirit of ſelf-admiration, which is the oppo- 
fite of repentance, or to falſe conceptions of 
the divine character. Fe 1 85 
To theſe the apoſtle adds, the reſurrection 
of the dead, and eternal judgment; or the doc- 
trine of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, of endleſs duration. Theſe are prin- 
ciples, which though they occupy almoſt an 
ultimate place in the facred ſyſtem, yet, as 
every other important truth reſpecting man 
A 6 proceeds 
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former chiefly reſpect the counſels aud works 


Taj. | 
proceeds upon the ſuppoſition of their truth, 
they may properly enough be reckoned among 


the firſt principles of the oracles of God. If 
_ theſe principles were given up to the Infidel, 
the ſpirit of whoſe creed amounts to this, Let 


1 eat and drink, for to-morrow we die: or if 
the latter of them were given up to the Uni- 


verſaliſt, who, though he admits of a judg- 
ment to come, yet not of an eternal one; we 
ſhould ſoon find the whole fabric of truth fal- 


wo) to the ground. | 
. We muſt not content e with kw. 
ing reeds is truth, but muſt be acquainted with 


1 the evidence on which it reſts. 


- Chriſtians are required to be always 1 


to give @ reaſon for the hope that is in them, 
with meekneſs and fear: and this ſuppoſes 
not only that every part of religion admits of 
2 rational defence, but that it is neceſſary for 


Chriſtians to ſtudy, that they may be able to 
defend it; or at leaſt, to feel the round on 
"WR they reſt their hope. 1 

The truths contained in the oracles of God, ; 
may be diftinguiſhed into two kinds: thoſe 


which approve themſelves to our ideas of wiſ⸗ 
dom or fitneſs; and thoſe which utterly ſurpaſs 


our underſtanding, but which require to be 
believed as matters of pure revelation, The 


of 


( 8 ) 

of God, which are exhibited to our under- 

ſtanding, that God in them may be made ma- 

nifeſt: the latter more commonly reſpect the 
being and inconceivable glories of the God- 

head, the reality of which we are concerned 
to know, but on ee mode or manner are 

forbidden to gaze. 8 

It is exceedingly deſirable to trace the vit 

am and harmony of evangelical truth: it is 

| ſource of enjoyment ſuperior perhaps to any 

thing with which we are acquainted. All the 
works of God are honourable and glorious, ana 
fought out by all them that have pleaſure therein; 
but redemption is his great work, wherein 
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appears G lory ta himſelf in the higheſt, and . 
on earth peace, amd good will to men: here. 4 
therefore muſt needs be the higheſt enjoyment. _ 13 
Prior to the revelation of redemption, the holy Ke). 


— 


angels ſhouted for joy over the works of na- 
ture; but having witneſſed the incarnation, 
life, death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Je- 
ſus, they deſired to look into other things. Nothing 
| tends more to eſtabliſh the mind, and to inte- 
reſt the heart in any truth, than a perception 
that it is adapted at once to expreſs the glory 
of the divine character, and to meet the ne- 
ceſſities of guilty creatures. The more we 
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think of truth therefore in this way, the more 
5 g | x oy. 
we ſhall be rooted and grounded in it. „ 
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(14) 
But what reaſon have we to give for em- 
5 bracing thoſe doctrines which we conſider as 
above reaſon, of the fitneſs of which we con- 
ſequently pretend to have no ideas. We an- 
ſwer, they are contained in the oracles of 
God. Nothing is more reaſonable than to 
give implicit credit to Him who cannot lie. 
On this ground we believe that there are three 
wha bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe 
three are one, If God had revealed nothing 
but what would have come within the limits 
of our underſtanding, he muſt have told us 
| little or nothing about himſelf, and nothing 
at all of his felf-exiſtence, eternity, and infi- 
nity; for we have no poſitive ideas of any of 
| theſe things, Yet the revelation of ſuch truths 
may be as neceſſary as thoſe which approach 
nearer to our comprehenſion, The latter af. 
ford food for hnowlegez the former teach us 
bumility, and furniſh matter for ub. 
3. We muſt learn truth ee wy the 
 oracles of Gd. | 
Many religious people appear to be con- 
tented with ſeeing truth in the light in which 
ſome great and good author has placed it : but if 
ever we enter into the goſpel to purpoſe, it muſt 
be by reading the word of God for ourſelves, 
and by praying and meditating upon its ſacred 
contents. 
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138] 
contents. It is in God's light that we muft ſea 
light. By converſing with the facred Wri- 
ters, we {hall gradually imbibe their ſenti- 
ments, and be inſenſibly aſſimilated into the 
ſame ſpirit, , x 
The writings of great and FO men are 
* to be deſpiſed any more than their preach» 
ing; only let them not be treated as oracular, 
The beſt of men in this imperfe& ſtate view 
things partially; ; and therefore are in danger 
of laying an improper ſtreſs upon ſome parts 
of ſeripture truth to the neglect of other parts, 
of equal, and ſometimes of ſuperior import- 
ance, Now where this is the caſe, imitation 
| becomes dangerous. It is rarely known but 
that an original ſuffers in the hands of a co- 
pyiſt: if therefore the former be imperfect, 


what may be expected of the latter? We all 
come far ſhort of truth and righteouſneſs, let 
our model be ever ſo perfect; but if this be 


imperfect, we ſhall poſſeſs not only our own 
faults, but thoſe of another. 

Ik as miniſters we go about to depict either 
the character of a bad man, or of a good man, 
a ſtate of unregeneracy, or a work of grace; 


and, inſtead of drawing from real life, only 
copy from ſome acounts which we have read 


or heard, of theſe matters, we ſhall neither 
convince the ſinner, nor touch the caſe of the 
believer; 
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(6 ) 
believer; all, to ” the leaſt will be foreign 
and unintereſting, - | 

If we adopt the pics of fallibts men, 
without ſearching the ſcriptures for ourſelves, 
and enquiring whether thoſe things be ſo, or 
not, they will not avail us, even allowing 
them to be on the ſide of truth, as if we had 
learned them from a higher authority. Our 
faith - in ſuch a caſe will ſtand in the wiſdorh | 
of man, and not in the power of God. There 
is a favour in truth when drawn from the 
words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, which 
is loſt, or at leaſt diminiſhed, if it paſs under 
the conceptions and expreſſions of men. Nor 
will it avail us when moſt needed; for he who 
receives his creed from men, may deliver 2 
up to men again. Truth learned only at 
ſecond-hand will be to us what Saul's armour 
was to David; we ſhall be at a loſs how to 
37 uſe it in the day of trial. e 

4. If we would polſes a deep ad intimate 
Wintec with divine truth, we muſt view 
it in its various connexions, in the great ſyſtem 
of redemption. Syſtematical divinity, or the 
ſtudying of truth in a ſyſtematical form, has 
been of late years much decried, It has be- 
come almoſt general to conſider it as the mark 
of a contracted mind, and the grand obſtruc- 
tion to free enquiry, If we imbibe a falfe 

Hp Os ſyſtem, 
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ſyſtem indeed, there is no doubt but it will 


prove injurious; if it be true in-part, but very 


 defeftive, it may impede our progreſs in divine 
knowlege; or if, in order to retain a ſyſtem, 


we torture the ſcriptures to make them ac- 
cord with it, we ſhall pervert the truth in- 


ſtead of preſerving it. Theſe are things which 
make againſt falſe, defective, and anti-ſcrip- 


tural ſyſtems of faith; but not in the leaſt 
againſt ſyſtem itſelf. The beſt criterion of a 
good ſyſtem is its concordance with the holy 
ſcriptures. That view of things, whether 
we have any of us fully attained it or not, 


which admits the moſt natural meaning to be 
put upon every part of God's word, is the 
right ſyſtem of religious truth. And he whoſe 


belief conſiſts of a number of poſitions arrang- 


ed in ſuch a connexion as to conſtitute a con- 
ſiſtent whole, but who, from a ſenſe of his 


; imperfection, and a remembrance of paſt er- 
rors, holds himſelf ready to add or retrench 


as evidence ſhall require, is in a far more ad- 
vantageous track for the attainment of truth, 
and a real enlargement of mind, than he who 


thinks without a ſyſtem. 8 8 | 
To be without ſyſtem is nearly the ſame 


thing as to be without principle. Whatever 


principles we may have, while they continue 
in this diſorganized ſtate, they will anſwer 
but 
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0 13 ) 
Kede purpoſe in the religious life. Like a tu- 
multuous aſſembly in the day of battle, they 
may exiſt ; but it * be without n 
or end. 
No man could FOO eee! knowhge 
in any thing but religion, without ſubjecting 
- himſelf to the ridicule of thinking men; a 
Philoſopher for inſtance, who, inſtead of im- 
proving facts which had fallen under his ob- 
ſervation, that he might diſcover the general 
laws by which they are governed; and inſtead 
of tracing things to their firſt principles, and 
purſuing them to their juſt conſequences, ſhould 
inveigh againſt all general laws, all ſyſtem, 
all connexion and dependance, and all uni- 
form deſign in the variety of creation. What 
 thould we fay of a huſbandman who refuſed to 
arrange his obſervations under the reſpective 
branches of buſineſs to which they naturally 
| belonged; who had no general ſcheme or plan 
of proceeding, but left the work of every day 
to the day itſelf, without forethought, con- 
trivance, or deſign? or what account ſhould 
we make of a merchant or tradeſman, who 
ſhould exclude ſyſtematical knowledge from 
his affairs? He is conſtantly employed in buy- 
ing and ſelling, but he muſt have no general 
ſyſtem whereby to conduct either the one or 
the other; none for the regulation of his 
$71 | books 3 
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4 1 190% 
books; none » for the aſſortment of his n 
all muſt. be free, Jeſt he fink into formality, 
and by being in the habit of doing things in 
order, ſhould contract a narrowneſs of mind]! 
But is the bible written upon ſyſtematical 
principles; does it contain a ſyſtem; or does 
it encourage us to form one? By the bible 
being written on ſyſtematical principles, I 
ſuppoſe is meant a ſyſtematical arrangement of 
its contents: and there is no doubt but that 
the contrary of this is true. But then the 
ſame might be faid of the book of nature. 
Though the different ſpecies of animals, ve- 
gfetables, minerals, &c. are capable of being 
arranged under their reſpective genera, and fo 
reduced to a ſyſtem; yet in their actual po- 
| ſition in creation they aſſume no ſuch appear- 
ance. It is wiſely contrived both in nature 
and ſcripture, that the objects of each ſhould 
be ſcattered in lovely variety: but amidſt all 
this variety, an obſervant eye will perceive 
unity, order, arrangement, and fulneſs of 
deſign. 
God in all his works has ks 
by: ſyſtem: there is a beautiful connexion 
and harmony in every thing which he has 
wrought. We ſometimes ſpeak of a ſyſtem 
of nature, a ſyſtem of providence, and a ſyſtem 
of redemption ; and as ſmaller ſyſtems are 
often 
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. 
often included in greater, the language is not 
improper : in reality however they are all but 
one ſyſtem; one grand piece of machinery, 
each part of which has a dependence on the 

other, and all together form one glorious 
whole. Now if God proceed by ſyſtem, it 
may be expected that the ſcriptures, being a 
tranſcript of his mind, ſhould contain a ſyſtem; 
and if we would ſtudy them to purpoſe, it 
muſt be ſo as to diſcover what that ſyſtem is. 
I never recolle& to have heard any objec- 
tion to ſyſtematical divinity with regard to 
practice. Let a Chriſtian, utterly unacquainted 
with human writings, take his bible with a 
view to learn the mind of God upon any given 
ſubject, ſuppoſe it be the duty of parents. He 

will naturally collect all the paſſages in the 
ſacred writings which relate to that ſubject, 
arrange them in order, and from the whole 

thus taken together, regulate his conduct. 4 or 
this no one will think of blaming him: \ yet 
this will be acting ſyſtematically. 

Let him do the ſame with reſpect to every 
other duty, and he will be in poſſeſſion of a 
body or ſyſtem of practical divinity. And 
why ſhould he ſtop here; why not collect the 
mind of God from the whole of ſcripture taken 
together, upon things to be believed, as well 
as things to be performed? 1 

If 


4m.) 

17 the apoſtles had not conſidered divine 
wk in a ſyſtematical form, how came the 
writer of this epiſtle to ſpeak of the fir? prin- 
 Ciples of the oracles of God? This language ſup- 
_ poſes, as before obſerved, a ſcheme or ſyſtem 
of faith: and if ſuch a form of conſidering 
truth were diſadvantageous to Chriſtians, how 
came he to cenſure the Hebrews for their 


want of progreſs in it? In the epiſtle to the 
Romans * we read of the proportion or ana- 


bogy of faith, which ſuppoſes that the goſpel is 
one proportionate or conſiſtent whole. 
Could a ſyſtem of divinity be written, in 
- which every ſacred truth or duty ſhould have 


a place aſſigned it, and ſuch a place, both as 
to order and importance, as properly belonged 


to it, not invading the province of other truths 


or duties, but, on the contrary, ſubſerving 


them, and itſelf appearing to the greateſt ad- 


vantage amongſt them; ſuch a performance 


would anſwer to what the apoſtle means by 
the proportion of faith, But can we expect a 


work anſwering to this deſcription from an 


_ uninſpired pen? Perhaps not: the materials 
for ſuch a model however exiſt in the holy 


ſcriptures, and though we cannot collect and 


arrange them to perfection, let us as in all 
other things, preſs towards the mark, 
: o Chap: xii, 6. 


Let 
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Let that ſyſtem of religion which we em- 


brace, be but, in the main, the right one, and 


ſo far from contracting the mind, it is eaſy to 


perceive that it will abundantly enlarge it. 
For example, Tet the fact of Joſeph's being 
ſold into Egypt be viewed without its con- 
nexion with God's deſigns, and it will appear 
a melancholy inſtance of human depravity 4 
we ſhall ſee nothing very remarkable in it; 


and it will ſeem calculated only to afford a 
diſguſting picture of family jealouſies and in- 
trigues, enough to break the heart of an aged 


parent, But let the ſame fact be viewed 
ſyſtematically, as a link in a chain, or as a 
part of a whole, and it will aſſume a very 
different appearance. Thus viewed, it is an 
event pregnant with glory. He muſt needs 
go down into Egypt that much people might 
be preſerved alive that Jacob's family might 


follow him that they might there be preſerv- 


ed for a ſeaſon, till in due time, having be- 
come a great nation, they ſhould be led forth 
with a high hand that they might be placed 
in Canaan, and might ſet up the worſhip of 
the true God—that the Meſſiah might be born 
among them and that his kingdom might be 
extended over, the whole earth. Without a 


ſyſtem, the patriarch reflected, Al! theſe things 
are How me: but with' a ſyſtem, or rather 
with 


: A 
— 
— 


5 0 23 5 
with only the diſcovery of a very ſmall part of 


it, he exclaimed, It is enough: Foſeph. my. ſon 


is yet alive: I will go downs and | fee him before 
J die. 


In addition to this event in e let 
us offer a few examples in matters of doctrine. 
Would you contemplate the great evz/ of 
ſim, you muſt view it in its connexions, ten- 
_ dencies, and: conſequences, For a poor finite, 
creature, whoſe life is but a vapour, to gra- 
tify a vicious inclination, may appear a trifle: 
but when its tendencies and miſchievous con- 
ſequences are taken into the account, it wears 
a different aſpect. Jeroboam ſaid in his heart, 
if this people go up to ſacrifice at Feruſalem, then 
ſhall the kingdom return unto David. Hence 
he ſet up idolatry; and hence the nation was 
corrupted more and more, till at. length it was 
given up to utter deſtruction. Conſidering, 
ourſelves as links in the great chain of moral 
government, every tranſgreſſion is of vaſt 
importance, becauſe it affects the whole ſyſtem. _ 
I the government of God be once violated, an A 
example is ſet, which, if followed, would ruin 
the univerſe, 
Farther, if we contemplate. the death * 
Chrit without any relation to ſyſtem, we ſhall. 
only ſee a ſuffering perſon. at Jeruſalem, and 
tee] that pity and diſguſt which is ordinarily 
excited 
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excited by wiulttce and ANN: But let us 
view it as connected with the moral govern- 
ment of God; as a glorious expedient to ſe- 
cure its honours; a propitiation wherein God 
declared bis 71 ighteouſneſs for the remiſſuon of 
Vans a, and we ſhall have a new ſet of feelings. 
While the apoſtles continued to view this 
event unconnectedly, their minds were con- 
tracted, and ſorrow filled their hearts; but 
when their eyes were opened to ſee it in its 
connexions and conſequences, their ſorrow 
was turned into joy. Thoſe very perſons who 
but a few weeks before could not bear to 
think of their Lord's departure, after they had 
witneſſed his aſcenſion to glory, returned to 
Feruſalem with great joy, and continued _ 
in the temple, praiſing and bleſſing Godj+, 
Once more, if we view the tes of : 
: election as unconnected with other things, it 
77 may appear to us to be a kind of fondneſs 
without reaſon or wiſdom. A charge of ca- 
price would hereby be brought againſt the 
Almighty; and profeſfors, like the carnal 
Jews, on account of the diſtinguiſhing favours 
conferred on their nation, would be foſtered 
in ſelf-conceit. But if it be conſidered in 
connexion with the great ſyſtem of religious 
: truth, it will appear: in a very different light. 


Rom. i ill. 235. Þ Luke xxiv. 52, 53- 
It 


„ 
It will repreſent the divine Being in his true 
character; not as acting without deſign, and 


ſubjecting himſelf to endleſs diſappointments; 
but as accompliſhing all his works in purſuance 
of an eternal purpoſe. And as falvation from 
firſt to laſt is of mere grace, and every ſon 
and daughter of Adam is abſolutely at the di- 


vine diſcretion, it tends powerfully to impreſs 


this idea both upon faints and ſinners. While 
it leads the former to acknowlege that by the 


grace of God they are what they are, it teaches 
the latter to relinquiſh their vain hopes, and 
to fall into the arms of ſovereign mercy. 


As the righteouſneſs of God's ele& is not | 


the ground of their election, ſo neither is 


their felicity its ultimate end. God righteouſly | 
hides the things of the goſpel from the wiſe 


and prudent, and reveals them unto babes, be- 


cauſe ſo it ſeemeth good in his fight it tends moſt 


to diſplay the glory of his character, and to 
promote the general good of creation, Theſe 
things, if properly conſidered, are of a humb- 
ling tendency. 

Tf the Jews had conſidered that they were 
not choſen, or put in poſſeſſion of the good 
land, for their righteouſneſs, or for the upright- 
neſs of their hearts; and that though it was an 
inſtance of great love to them, yet it was not 
weinte for their ſake, or to accompliſh 
| B | their 
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their happineſs, but that God might 22 Hit 
covenant with Abraham, Iſaac and Facob *, in 


whom, and whoſe ſeed all nations of the earth 
zwere to be bleſſed; and if they had conſidered 


the ſal vation of the world as the end of their 


national exiſtence, and themſelves as God's 
witneſſes, till the times of reformation ; in- 
ſtead. of valuing themſelves, and deſpiſing other 
nations, they would have reckoned themſelves 
their ſervants for Fehovah's ſake. 

In ſhort, by conſidering principles in their 
various connexions, far greater advances will 
be made in divine knowlege than by any other 


means. The diſcovery of one important truth 
will lead on to a hundred more. Let a Chriſ- 

tian but realize, for example, the glory of the 
: divine character as the moral governor of the 


world; and he will at once perceive the equity 
and goodneſs of the moral law, which re- 


quires us to love him with all the heart. In 


this glaſs he will ſee his own depravity: and 
poſſeſſed of theſe views the grace of the goſpel 


will appear to him to be grace indeed. Every 
bleſſing it contains will be endearing; and the 
medium throigh which all is conveyed, ſuper- 


latively pre dus. A train of thought like : 
this has frequently proved more intereſting 


than the labours of choſe, Who, having diſ- 


* Deut. i ix. 5. 5 
covered 


19) 


covered a vein of ſilver or gold, dig deeply | 


into the bowels of the enriching mine. 
Having conſidered a few of the means ne- 


ceſſary for the attainment of a deep and inti- 


mate knowlege of truth : IT ſhall. 


II. Attempt to eſtabliſh the IMPORTANCE 


of ſuch a knowlege. 


As the power of created beings are li- 


mited, and no one can expect to underſtand 


every thing, it is the province of wiſdom to 
ſelect thoſe kinds of knowlege as the objects of 
our purſuit, which are moſt valuable, and of 
the greateſt utility. There are ſome depths, | 


of which it is our honour and felicity to be 


ignorant *; and even in things which are 
lawful, we may, in numberleſs inſtances, | 


very well be excuſed, if not in wholly neg- 


i lecting, yet in poſſeſſing only a general ac- 


quaintance with them. But divine truth re- 
quires not only to be known, but well known: . 
it is not only neceſſary that we have ſenti- 


ments, and right ſentiments, but that we 


enter deeply into them. Every thing pertain- 


ing to Gop is great, and requires all our 
powers. In whatever we indulge indifference, 


there is no room for it here: God requires 
not only all our heart, but all our mind and 
ftrength. 


Rev. ii. 24. 
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The importance of a deep and intimate ac- 
quaintance with divine truth, will more parti- 

cularly appear from the * conſidera- 
tions : 

+ > A neglect of God's word is repreſented 
as a heinous ſin: but we ſhall not be able to 
eſcape this ſin, if we content ourſelves with a 
ſuperficial acquaintance with truth. 5 Revela- 
tion in every ſtage, demands our ſerious atten- 
tion; but the revelation of eternal life through 
Jeſus Chriſt requires attention in the higheſt 
degree. This is that great ſalvation which we 
are charged not to negle&t,* The dignity of 
its author, its ſublime and intereſting nature, 
with the accumulated evidence which God hath 
condeſcended to afford us of its divine original, 
combine to require of us the moſt careful and 
cordial examination into its contents. A neg- 
le& of this is either total or partial : the for- 
mer would denominate us unbelievers, and ex- 
poſe us to utter deſtruction: the latter, though 
it may exiſt in ſincere. Chriſtians, isn ever- 
theleſs a ſin, and a ſin more than a | little 
offenſive to the God of truth. e 
| To be contented with a ſyperficial acquaint 
ance with divine things, implies diſreſpect to 
Him who has revealed them. A letter from a 
diſtant friend, to whom we are cordially at- 
* Heb, i. Jo 
nag tached, 


ON 
tached, is viewed and reviewed, and every 
ſentence of itcarefully inſpected, and on many 
occaſions committed to memory. Why ſhould 
not the word of God be productive of the 
ſame effects Indeed it is: for in proportion 
as we love God, his word wal dwell richly in us. 
It will be our boſom companion, to which we 
| ſhall have recourſe on every occaſion; eſpecially 
in ſeaſons of leiſure, when the mind, like a 
| ſpring from which a preſſure is removed, riſes 
to its natural poſition, Hence the following 
language, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all 
| thy might : and theſe words which I command thee 
ww this day, ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
SY teach them diligently to thy children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when thou ſitte eſt 1 in thine houſe, and 
when thou walkeſ? by the way, and when thou lieff 4 
dnn, and when thou riſeſt up*, 
To be contented with a ſuperficial ac- 
quaintance with divine things, implies alſo a 
want of affettion to the things themſelves. A 
Will, or Teſtament, in which we were 
deeply intereſted, would be procured with 
eagerneſs, and read with avidity ; and if any 
difficulty remained as to the meaning of a par- 
_ ticular paſſage, we ſhould have no reſt till by 
ſome means or other we had obtained a ſolu- 
tion of it, I need not apply this remark, 
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grand current of our thoughts. 
our thoughts are directed to a ſubject with in- 


than thouſands of gold and ſilver 
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Nothing i is more evident than that whatever i is 
uppermoſt in our affections, Wills form the 


And where 


tenſeneſs and perſeverance, it will become fa- 


miliar to us; and unleſs it be owing to the 


want of natural capacity, or other neceſſary 


means, we ſhall of courſe enter deeply into it. 


I have been much ſtruck with the ardent 
1 060 which David diſcovered to the Holy 


Scriptures, and every part of their ſacred. 


contents. The whole cxix Pſalm is a conti- 


yy nued encomium upon them. There we have 
; ſuch language as the following —0, haw 1 
Juve thy law. My foul breaketh for the longing that 
it hath unto thy Judgement at all times, Thy 
flatutes, have been my ſong i in the. houſe of my pile 


grimage. The law of thy mouth is better to me 
Now, all the 


Scriptures which were then extant, amounted 


to little more than the writings of Moſes, What 


additions have we ſince enjoyed | Beſides the 


Book of Pſalms, and the Prophecies which fol- 
; lowed, we have the whole New Teſtament— 


full F grace and truth wherein the inviſible 
God hath, as it were, rendered himſelf viſible. 
Him, whom no man had feen at any time, the 
only begotten Son, who dwelt in his boſom, hath 
declared *. How i is it that ſuch a price ſhould 
A * John ; i. 17, 18. 
| be 


9 , 


( 37 ) 
be in our hands to get wiſdom, and yet that 
we ſhould have ſo little heart for ic? 


2. The word of God is repreſented as 4 


mean of ſanctification: but no effect of this | 
kind can be produced beyond the degree in 


Which we imbibe it. One great object of 
_ our Lord's interceſſion with the Father on our 
behalf was, that we might be ſanctiſied through 
_ the truth, even by his word, which is truth. 


The Goſpel is continually held up, not only as | 


a doctrine according to godlineſs, but as having a 
powerful influence in producing it. It teacheth 


us that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, aue 
; ſhould live ſoberly, rigbteouſſy, and godly in this 
8 preſent world, It worketh effeftually in thoſe 
20h believe, It was by the doctrine of the 


Croſs that the world became crucified to the 
Apoſtle, and he unto the world! So univerſal 
and fo manifeſt were the effects of divine 
truth upon the practice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that the ſacred writers could ap- 
peal to fact on their behalf, that they, and 


they only were ſucceſsful combatants againſt 


the world's temptations ho is he that ouer- 


. cometh the world, but he that believeth that Feſus 


ts the Son of God: * 


9 John xvii. 17. Tit, ii. 12. 1 The, i li. * Gal. vi. 14. 
* John. v. 4 5 · | 
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fluence on each other. 
truth will prompt us to labour after a more 
perfect acquaintance with its contents, has 
been already obſerved: and that ſuch an ac- 
quaintance will promote an encreaſing love 
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( 32 )) 
Now in order that the Goſpel may be pro- 
ductive of theſe effects, it is neceſſary that it 


be underſtood. Without this, how ſhould it 


intereſt or affect the heart? We muſt believe 


the truth ere it will work effectually: we 
muſt Ano it, or it will not make us free. 
That we may ſerve God acceptably, and 
with godly fear, we muſt have grace; and 
grace is multiplied through the Fnowlege of Goo 
and of Feſus our Lord. 


Knowlege and affection have a mutual in- 
That the love of 


of truth in return, is equally evident. We 
cannot love an unknown goſpel any more than 
an unknown God. Affection is fed by know- 
lege, being thereby furniſhed with grounds or 
reaſons for its operations. By the expanſion 
of the mind the heart is fupplied with objects 
which fill it with delight. It is thus that it 


becomes enlarged, and that we feel ourſelves 


ſweetly induced to run in the way of the divine 

commandments. | 
How was it that the apoſtle became dead to 
the world, by the croſs of Chriſt ? I ſuppoſe 
| on 


(3) 


on much the ſame principle—that the light of 
the ſtars is eclipſed by that of the ſun ; or that 


a man having drunk old wine, ceaſes to defire 


new, for he faith, the old is better. It is by 
drinking deeply into religion, that we be- 
come diſaffected to carnal objects. 


3. The word of God is repreſented as the 
great ſource of Chriſtian enjoyment : but no ef- 
fect of this kind can be produced any farther 


than we imbibe the truth. The ſame way in 


which divine truth operates as a medium of 


ſanctification, it becomes a ſource of enjoy- 
: ment; namely, by intereſting and affecting 
the heart. That which by its ſuperior luſtre 
eclipſes the pleaſures of ſenſe, and crucifies us 
to the world, at the ſame time kindles a joy 

in the heart which is unſpeakable and full of 
glory. The habitual joy, which was pol- 


ſeſſed by the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, 


chiefly aroſe from a knowlege and belief of 
the goſpel. It was the excellency of the knows- 


lege of Chriſt Feſus his Lord, that induced the 


apoſtle to count all things but loſs and dung. * 
Thoſe in whom the word of Chriſt dwelt 
richly, in all wiſdom, were ſuppoſed to be ſo 
_ enlivened by it, that it became natural to them 
to teach and admoniſb one another in pſalms and 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace 
V phil. ii. 8, oy 
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in their hearts to the Lord x. The object for 
' which the apoſtle bowed his ines to the Father 
of glory, in behalf of the Epheſians, was, that 
by means of a comprehenſive knowlege of. the 

breadth, and length, and depth, and height of 
the redeeming love of Chrift, they might be filled 
- with all the fulneſs of (Godt. The wells of fal- 
vation are deep; and he that lacketh know- 
lege is as one that hath en to draw 
. : 
'The bse of many Chriſtians againſt 
doctrinal preaching, as being, in their eſteem 
ary and unintereſting and the preference which - 


3 given to that which is more deſcriptive of 


their feelings, and which is therefore termed 
experimental, is worthy of attention, If the 
doctrine which we preach be not the unadul- 
terated goſpel of Chriſt, it will indeed be dry; 
or, if inſtead of entering into the ſpirit of 
truth, we are employed in a fruitleſs diſcuſſion 
of terms, or things on which the ſcriptures 
forbear to decide, it muſt needs be unintereſt- 
ing, and even diſguſting to a holy mind. But 
if the pure goſpel of Jeſus, well underſtood 
by the preacher, and communicated from the 
fulneſs of his heart, do not intereſt us, there 
' muſt be ſome lamentable diſorder in the ſtate 
of our minds. If the manna that comes. down 

„Col. iii. 16. J Ephef. wi. 18, 19. 
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(35) 
from heaven be loathed, it is a ſign that 
things are not with us as they ought to be, 
The doctrine of Moſes, and ſurely much more 
that of Jeſus dropped as the rain, and di fred 
as the dew, upon the tender herb. | 
Chriſtian experience, (or what is generally 
_ underſtood by that term, the painful and plea- 
furable feelings of good men) will be found, if 
genuine, to ariſe from the influence of truth 
upon the mind. If we be ſtrangers to the 
glory of God's moral character, and the great 
evil of ſin, we ſhall be ſtrangers to all the 
feelings of godly ſorrdw on account of it. 
And what ground is there for joy and peace, but 
in belieuing? Take away the deity and atone- _ 
ment of Chriſt, and they are annihilated, To 
this may be added, Give up the doctrines of 
the reſurrection and a future life, and what 
becomes of hope? From theſe inſtances, out 
of many others, you will eaſily perceive, that 
_ doctrinal and experimental preaching are not 
fo remote from each other as ſome perſons 
have imagined; and that to extol the latter 
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at the expence of the former, is to act like I 
him who wiſhes the fountain to be deſtroyed 9 
becauſe he prefers the ſtream. 1 | 
; 4. It is a great object in the chriſtian life, ac- 1 
M cording to our Capacities and opportunities, 7 
to diffuſe the light of the goſpel around us : Mi 
— 86 but 


(36) 
but we cannot communicate any thing beyond 
the degree in which we poſſeſs it. The com- 
munication of goſpel truth is not confined to 
miniſters. Every Chriſtian moves in a ſphere 
of ſome extent; and is expected ſo to occupy 
it, as to embrace every occaſion which may 
offer to make known the way of eternal life | 
to thoſe about him. The primitive churches 
were ſchools of heavenly inſtruction, as the 
words of the text, to go no farther, plainly 
intimate; and, the apoſtle reproves ſome of 
their members for having made no greater 
proficiency. Though it would be vain for 
every one to aſpire at being a public teacher 
of Chriſtianity, yet, as hath been already ob- 
ſerved, every one ſhould be concerned that he 
may be able to give a reaſon for the hope that 
is in him, and to teach the good and the right 
way to thoſe with whom he is immediately 
connected. The duties of a parent and a 
maſter, include in them the inſtruction of 
thoſe who are committed to their care. Many 
opportunities ariſe, in which Chriſtians might 
communicate the knowlege of Chriſt to their 
_ neighbours ; thoſe in a ſtate of ſervitude to 
their fellow-ſervants; and, provided it were 
done on proper occaſions, and, according to the 
apoſtolic rule, in meekneſs and fear, perſons in 
_ 


* 


(9) 


A ſtations might ſuggeſt a uſeful kint 


even to their ſuperiors. 
When the family of Elimelech 1 went to 6 


Journ in Moab, they carried their religion with 


them; ſo recommended the God of Iſrael to 
thoſe with whom they formed connexions, 
chat one of them was induced to leave her 


country, her kindred, and her gods, and to 
put her truſt under the ſhadow of his wings *. 
And even a little maid of the land of Iſrael, 


who had been carried captive into Syria, by 
[ſpeaking to her miſtreſs, on a favourable op- 
portunity, was inſtrumental in her maſter's 


being healed of his leproſy, and in his being 
brought to acknowlege and adore the true 


God . Such caſes are recorded to encourage 


us to communicate the good knowlege of God 


on all proper occaſions: but in order to do 

this we muſt firſt poſſeſs it, and that in a 
greater degree than merely to denominate us 
Chriſtians, 


Perhaps one of the ad favourable oppor- 
tunities for Chriſtians to ſuggeſt important 


truth to their neighbours and connexions, is 
when any of them are under a threatening 
affliction. To viſit them at ſucha time would 


be kindly taken: even the worſt of characters 
are commonly acceſſible when they appeghond 


. Ruth! i. 72 Kings v. 
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„„ 
eternity to be drawing nigh. You may now 
freely converſe and pray with them; and if 

your circumſtances will admit, and theirs re- 
quire it, a communication of your worldly 
ſubſtance would convince them of your good- 
will, give weight to your inſtructions, and 
correſpond with the conduct of him who went 
about doing good to the bodies and ſouls of 
men. But ſuch a practice requires an inti- 
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mate acquaintance with divine truth. It is | 


an important matter to converſe with men 
who are juſt on the borders of an eternal 
world: it requires not only tendernels, faith- 
fulneſs, and prudence; but an ability to ex- 
poſe thoſe falſe refuges, and detect thoſe delu- 
five hopes, to which, at ſuch ſeaſons, they 
are generally diſpoſed to fly; and to direct 
them to the only name under heaven, given 
amongſi men, whereby they muſt be ſaved* . 

5. In times of apoſtacy from the truth, 
Chriſtians are exhorted to be ſtedfaſt f: but a 
b» of the numerous liberal inſtitutions which at this time 
adorn the Metropolis, none appear to me more deſerving of 
encouragement than thoſe ſocieties Which have lately been 


formed for wiſiting, relieving, and canverſing with the afflized 
Poor. If they continue to be conducted with propriety ; ; if in 
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particular, ſuitable perſons are ſelected as viſitors, I hope they 
will prove a bleſſing of magnitude. May God Almighty bleſs | 
thoſe young people who are thus employed; and may they 
neyer want ſupport from a benevolent public. 
„ 5 

Dy Ws ſtedfaſt 


( 69 ) | 


ſtedfaſt adherence to truth requires that we 


be rooted and grounded in it. The wiſdom 


of God ſees meet, in order to prove mankind, 
and eſpecially his profeſſing people, to ſuffer 


other goſpels, beſides the true one, to obtain 
footing amongſt us. I am aware that it is 
become cuſtomary in theſe times to make a 
jeſt of hereſy, and to deride, as illiberal, nar- 
row-minded bigots, all thoſe who conſider 
any religious ſentiments as endangering the 


ſal vation of men. But I hope we ſhall not 


on this account be deterred from ſuch an at- 
tachment to truth as the ſcriptures encourage. 
It is granted that the term hereſy has been 


| wretchedly abuſed; and that it becomes 
Chriſtians to beware of applying it to every 


departure from even truth itſelf: yet there is 


ſuch a thing in being. There were hereſies 
in the apoſtles times; and it was predicted 


that there ſhould in after times be perſons 


who would bring in even damnable hereſies x. 


Let no one be {tartled at the uſe of theſe terms: 
I did not coin them, and am not accountable 
for them; but ſeeing they occupy a place in 


the holy ſcriptures, I think myſelf concerned 


to underſtand them. Whatever difficulty 
there may be in aſcertaining their preciſe ob- 
jet, they undoubtedly teach us that men's 
2 Pet. ii. I, | 


_ 55 My ſouls 
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(47) 


fouls niay be deſtroyed by mental, as well as 
by ſenſual luſts; even the ſouls of profeſſing 


Chriſtians; for the words are not intended to 

deſcribe open infidels, but ſuch as ſhould bear 

the Chriſtian name, yea, and who ſhould be 
teachers of Chriſtianity, 


The circulation of doctrines a 4 to 
corrupt nature will prove men to be what they 


are. They are the fan in Chriſt's hand, by 
which he will thoroughly purge his floor. 


That light-minded profeſſors of religion ſhould 


be carried away with them is no more a mat- 


ter of ſurpriſe than that the chaff ſhould be 
carried away by the wind: but how is it that 
thoſe of whom we would hope better * 


are often ſhaken ? 


If a miniſter in almoſt any of our congre- 
gations ſhould relinquiſh truth, and fall into 
the groſſeſt errors; unleſs he has ſo conducted 


| himſelf as to have gained little or no eſteem 


amongſt the people, he is ſeldom known to 


go off alone: ſometimes half a congregation, 


and ſometimes more, have been known to 
follow him, or at leaſt to be greatly unhinged 
for a conſiderable time. If a writer ſtart up 


in almoſt any connexion, let his performance 


be ever ſo weak or extravagant; yet, if he 


poſſeſs but a ſufficient quantity of overbearing 


aſſurance, he will have his admirers; : and 
ſome 


Thy) 
ſome ſerious people will be in danger of being | 
turned aſide. How are theſe things to be 
accounted for? I conceive the principal reaſon 


* is, that Chriſtians content themſelves with 


a ſuperficial knowlege of divine things. Great 
numbers from a diſlike to controverſy, will 
never take any pains to underſtand the differ- 
_ ence between one ſet of religious principles 
and another. They have no deſire to enable 
themſelves to diſtinguiſh between true and 
falſe reaſonings. They are too apt to take it 
for granted, that what they have imbibed is 
truth, and that nothing can be advanced with 
the leaſt colour of reaſon for the contrary : 
wjhen therefore an argument appears with a 
little plauſibility on its face, it has only to 
obtain a reading, or a hearing, and their 
aſſent is gained. Brethren, let ſhame, if 
nothing elſe, provoke us, that we henceforth 
be no more children, tofſed to and fro by every 
wind of doftrine*, Let us be concerned, not 
obſtinately to adhere to our preſent ſentiments, 
be they what they may, but to know the 
mind of God in his word; and KnOWing it, | 
let us ſtedfaſtly adhere to it. 
The preſent age ſeems to be an age of trial, 
Not only is the Goſpel corrupted by thoſe 
who bear the chriſtian name ; but of late, you 
„ Epheſ. iv. 14. 
well 


* 42 
well know, it has been openly aſſailed; The 
moſt direct and daring oppoſition has been 
made to the very name of Chriſtianity. I am 
not going to alarm you with any idea that 
the church is in danger: no, my brethren; the 
church of which we, I truſt, are members, 
and of which Chriſt, and Chriſt alone is 
head, is not in danger: it is built upon a rock, 
and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it. Neither are my apprehenſions excited 
concerning thoſe who are true members of 
the church: theſe trying blaſts, though they 
may affect them for a ſeaſon, will ultimately 
cauſe them to take deeper root. Nevertheleſs 
it becomes us to feel for the ſouls of men, 
eſpecially for the riſing generation; and to 
warn even good men that they be not un- 
armed in the evil day. 
The human heart has ever been 10 to 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but the turn or temper 
of the preſent age is peculiarly in favour of 
Infidelity. In much the fame manner as in 
former ages men were violently attached to a 
perſecuting ſuperſtition, they are now verg- 
ing to the oppoſite extreme, and are in dan- 
ger of throwing off all religion. Our temp- 
tations, and thoſe which will attend our poſte- 
rity after us, are likely therefore to be widely 
different from what they have hitherto been. 
Hither- 
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47 . | 
Hitherto, nominal Chriſtianity has been no re- 
proach ; but reproach has attached itſelf to the 


other ſide. The caſe in this reſpe& may ſoon 
be altered. Men grow bold in avowing their 


contempt of Chriſtianity ; and many amongſt 


the diſſipated part of the youth are following 
their example. Now if characters of this de- 
ſcription ſhould ſpring up ia ſufficient num- 
bers, not only to keep each other in counte- 
' nance, but to turn the tide of reproach againſt 
Chriſtians, as a company of wrong-headed en- 


thuſiaſts, we ſhall ſoon ſee which ſide the 


maſs of mankind will take. Their characters 
being looſe and profligate, they have long felt B 
themſelves condemned by the Goſpel ; and 
this is a matter that does not ſit very eaſy upon 
them. Nothing has kept them from rejecting 
it before now, but the diſgrace that would fol- 
low upon their becoming open Infidels: 


whenever therefore this diſgrace ſhall be re- 


moved, we may expect them to go off in great 


companies. The lighteſt obſervation of hu- 


man nature muſt convince us, that the greater 


part of mankind, even in religious matters, 


are governed by faſhion : they go with the 
courſe of this world. S0 great an influence has 
the tide of public opinion upon them, that 
even where it is not altogether agreeable to 


their own views and inclinations, they are 
never- 


8 48.) 
FF Hovertheleſs frequently carried away by it: 
11 but if it be thus where public opinion and 
b | | private inclination are at variance, it muſt of 
I courſe be much more ſo in thoſe caſes wherein 
they are agreed. This will be like a union of 
the wind and tide : the veſſel that is, carried 
along by ſuch a joint influence, can ſcarcely 
have any thing left to impede its progreſs. 
1 The great influence which a certain popu- 
| | luer pamphlet has had upon men's minds, is not 
„ ſeo much owing to the work itſelf, though it 
| poſſeſſes all the agreeableneſs to a depraved 
9 heart, which wit and malignity can give it, as 
| to the bias of the preſent generation in favour 
of the principles which it contains. Of this 
the Author himſelf ſeems to have been ſuffici- 
ently aware, by the title which he has thought ; 
proper to give his performance.* 
It is not unlikely that almoſt all our religi- 
ous controverſies will ſoon be reduced to one, 
1 upon which the great body of men will di- 
vide. Is Chriſtianity true or falſe? Is there 
. a God—ls there a Heaven and a Hell—or 
4 5 is it all a fiction? Agitated by theſe impor- 
I tant queſtions, the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants of Europe, and perhaps of America, in- 
cluding our own poſterity, may rank either 
as real Chriſtians, or as open Infidels. 8 YR 
# # The Age of Reaſon, | | 
a What 
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What ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? ? Ought 
they to depreſs us? We ought undoubtedly to 
feel for the welfare of men's ſouls, and can- 


not but feel for thoſe who are more intimately 


connected with us: but upon any other prin- 


_ ciple, I know not that they ought to have any 


ſuch effect upon us. God is upon his throne: 


his Church is upon a rock: whatever hour of 


temptation may be coming upon the world, to 


try them that dwell upon the earth, thoſe who 
Hold faſt the word of his patience will be kept 


through it :* all things are working together for 


good to them that love God. With theſe 


views Chriſtians | may rejoice, and "Ns 


Gui 


While we e rejoice, N we muſt re- 
Joice with trembling; and while we confide in 
God, muſt be diffident of ourſelves. , Let us 
not preſume on our own firmneſs, but put on 


the whole armour of God, that we may withſtand 
in the evil day. The firſt thing required in this 


divine accoutrement is, that our /oins be girt 
about with truth :4 but truth will not prove as 


a girdle to our loins in the day of battle, ex- 


cept we be deeply and intimately acquainted 


With it. 


O ye ſons and daughter of careleſſneſs, 
who a are called Chriſtians, but have no root in 


5 , Rey, iii. 10. 4 Epheſ. vi. 14. 
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6 oh ho 
yourſelves, what aſpe& do theſe things wear 
towards you? The time ſeems drawing nigh 

that will prove you to be what you are! Hi- 
| therto there has been an outer-court for you, 
and you have worſhipped in it. You have 
long had a form of godlineſs, but have been 
without the power. You have ranked with 
ES the friends of truth, but have never received 
44 it in love, that you might be ſaved. You have 
4 kept up the profeſſion of ſomething that has 
8 been called Chriſtianity, without feeling 
yourſelves under any neceſſity to proceed far- 
= ther : but now your outer-court will probably - 
die taken away, and you will feel yourſelves 
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In impelled, as it were, either to come in and be 

k | Chriſtians in reality, or to go out and take 

k j your portion with the unbelieving and the abo- 
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